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e-Framework Service Genre: <Name> 

· Alternative name(s): <Alternative names>
Rationale

This Service Genre has been submitted as a candidate for Annotate; it has been re-developed from prior work now that more examples of genres and expressions have been made available.
Service Genre Definition

Classification
,
,
 

	To be provided by the submitter:

	Domain(s)
	[ ] Learning &
    Teaching
	[ ] Research

[ ] Libraries
	[ ] Administration

[ ] IT Services
	[X] Common

	Maturity
	[ ] Immature
	[X ] Mature
	
	

	Deployment Scale
	[ ] Isolated
	[X] Ubiquitous   
	
	

	To be determined by the e-Framework:

	Status
	[ ] Approved
	[ ] Placeholder
[ ] Unapproved
	[ ] Superseded
[ ] Withdrawn
	

	Confidence Level
	[ ] High 
	[X] Medium
	[ ] Low
	


Version

· e-Framework Service Genre Version: v1.1
Version History

	Version 
	Date
	Author
	Description
	Organization / Project

	V1.1

	2007-02-28

	Phil Nicholls

	Initial Draft-based on Previous work

	JISC


	V1.2
	2007-08-15
	Simon Porter
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Description

This Service Genre describes the assignment of annotations from an open ended set to an object, or component of an object. Examples of this might be to add a footnote to a document, to add a comment to a blog entry, or to comment upon a particular molecule in the representation of a crystallographic structure. Annotations can also refer to other annotations.
Annotations generally consist of three core components:

Who: The author of the annotation

Said What: the content of the annotation

About What: Information about how to view the object that is being annotated in the context of the annotation. 
The original object MAY be modified by the Annotation Service. Annotations MAY be applied to a proxy of the original object. Annotations MAY be included as metadata. The Service Genre does not dictate how annotations are to be attached to the original object. 
Annotations are made by specific actors and the identity of the Annotator SHOULD be made known. Anonymous annotation is OPTIONAL. An annotation can be stored separately from the object it refers to.
Annotations can be public or private. 
Functionality

The Annotate Service Genre supports functions that enable the creation, update and deletion of annotations: 
Apply annotations: Add a new annotation to an existing resource or content. The annotation would typically be text, and would represent a footnote, endnote or inline comment. Services would modify either the original content, a proxy, or add an attachment as defined by the Service Expression. Annotations could also be stored separately in an annotation server.
Retrieve Annotations: Find annotations for a given object, or object component.
Remove Annotation: Remove an existing annotation from an existing resource or content. 

Edit Annotation: Edit an existing annotation. Services modify the target annotation, however it was applied to the content. Annotations must exist in order to be modified. Some systems may prevent the editing/ or deleting of annotations
No other functionality is defined. The functionality that is defined MAY be extended.

Usage Scenarios [optional]
Annotation Services are useful in distributed collaborative environments. Authors can share comments on work, leading to improvements in quality.
Applicability [optional]
Annotations should not refer to components of objects for which the context of that component is in flux.
Annotation SHOULD NOT be used as an alternative to issuing new versions of the original source object. 

An annotation MAY become invalid.

Annotations MAY refer to things that no longer exist.

Annotations MAY be applied to collections of objects as well individual objects.



Requests & Behaviours [recommended]
Requests SHOULD be implemented to enable all functionality. 
Create Annotation SHALL meet the following conditions:
· The Request SHOULD specify: 

· The author of the annotation. 
· The Request MUST specify:
· The target object or object component to be annotated, along with information on how to view the object in the context of the annotation
· Data which is the annotation. 
Edit Annotation SHALL meet the following conditions:

· The Request SHOULD specify: 

· The author of the annotation. 
· The Request MUST specify:
· The target annotation to be altered. 

· The new data which is to be the annotation.

Remove Annotation SHALL meet the following conditions:

· The Request SHOULD specify: 

· The target annotation to be deleted.
Retrieve Annotation

· The Request MUST specify:
· The target annotation

Responses SHOULD:
· Indicate any error conditions (such as the Annotation not being accepted).

Use & Interactions [recommended]

Individual Service Expressions SHOULD provide models showing how clients interact with service interfaces.
Structure [optional]
<type text here>

Applicable Standards [optional]
<type text here>

Design Decisions & Tradeoffs [optional]
Authorisation SHOULD be considered when specialising this Service Genre. Specifically, whether owners of the original object are authorised to delete and edit Annotations. Additionally, Service Expressions should consider whether Annotations can be modified by other Annotators.

The management of which objects can be annotated SHOULD be considered by the Service Expression or SUM which incorporates Annotation. 

Implementation Guidance & Dependencies [optional]
<type text here>

Known Uses [optional]
Annotea
Related Service Usage Models (SUMs) [optional]
<type text here>

Related CORE SUMs [optional]
<type text here>
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This Service Genre is licensed under:

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 licence
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/au/ 

Notes about Preparing and Submitting a Service Genre Description

For guidance in preparing the Service Genre description, refer to Guidelines for Submitting a Service Genre to the e-Framework
 and the technical definitions of the Service Genre Description Elements.

For further assistance, contact the e-Framework editor at: editor@e-framework.org

Prior to submitting a description, please read the e-Framework Intellectual Property Rights statement.

When you have completed the Service Genre description, go to the Submit Service Genre
 page 
at www.e-framework.org. Click on “Upload your submission” and follow the directions.













�  Classification categories shown in Bold are required.


�  Optional classification category “Deployment Scale” can be deleted from the table if not used.


�  See definitions of the Service Genre Classification Scheme categories and their allowable choices at :�� HYPERLINK "http://www.e-framework.org/Services/ServiceClassificationScheme/ClassificationSchemeForServiceGenres/tabid/814/Default.aspx" ��http://www.e-framework.org/Services/ServiceClassificationScheme/ClassificationSchemeForServiceGenres/tabid/814/Default.aspx� 


�  Guidance for using this template: �    � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-framework.org/Services/ServiceGenres/SubmitServiceGenre/tabid/685/Default.aspx" ��http://www.e-framework.org/Services/ServiceGenres/SubmitServiceGenre/tabid/685/Default.aspx�  


�  Service Genre Element Definitions:�   � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-framework.org/Services/ServiceGenres/ServiceGenreElements/tabid/723/Default.aspx" ��http://www.e-framework.org/Services/ServiceGenres/ServiceGenreElements/tabid/723/Default.aspx�


� Intellectual Property Rights Statement:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.e-framework.org/About/Policies/tabid/611/Default.aspx"��http://www.e-framework.org/About/Policies/tabid/611/Default.aspx�


�  Submit Service Genre:�    � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-framework.org/Services/Genres/SubmitServiceGenre/Submit/tabid/713/Default.aspx" ��http://www.e-framework.org/Services/Genres/SubmitServiceGenre/Submit/tabid/713/Default.aspx� 
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